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From the Board       By  Mike Higgins 

 This is a special άbare bonesέ Convector, quickly pulled together while our regular editor, Fred 

Mueller, recovers from his injuries.   To bring everyone up to date, Fred had a glider accident near 

Fairfield on April 23th.  He spent nearly two weeks in the York hospital where he underwent two back 

surgeries, and just this last week was transferred to the National Rehabilitation Hospital in Washington 

DC for recovery therapy.  Last we heard, his chances for a full recovery are excellent, but it will take 

time.  We wish him well and a speedy recovery. 

 I visited Fred last week at York and he said that heΩs received dozens of cards, e-cards, emails, 

and visits from M-ASA members, and very much appreciates the concern and thoughts.  I donΩt yet have 

an address for Fred in Washington, but will pass it on to the membership when it is available. 

 Fairfield Special & Safety Meeting.  Please remember that weΩll have a mandatory spring safety 

meeting on Saturday morning May 16th at the Fairfield hangar.  If you missed the Frederick safety 

meeting in April, then you must either attend this Fairfield meeting, or watch a video of the meeting 

before flying with M-ASA after June 16th.  Also, weΩve called an all-members special meeting at 9am that 

morning at Fairfield to vote on a corporate charter change needed for our 501C3 approval. 

 Fairfield 10-Day & 1-26 Mini-Meet.  Cathy Williams has orchestrated a great 10-day soaring 

event at Fairfield starting on May 16th.  This Convector has all the details of the events, including a listing 

of the speakers arranged for many of the days.   There are two planned cookouts, and all M-ASA 
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members are invited to come and bring friends and family.  There will also be mentored cross-country 

flying each of the soarable days.  So come up and enjoy some of our great spring weather at Fairfield. 

 P-40 TFR Waiver Renewal.  M-ASA must renew the FAA waiver that allows us to operate under 

the presidential TFR at Camp David.  The current waiver expires the end of June, so weΩre applying now 

for a renewal to continue TFR operations.  Glenn Collins is heading up the renewal application and 

urgently needs your pilot certificate and aircraft data to submit to the government.   Every pilot who 

intends to be on the waiver must submit his/her full name, SSN, date of birth, pilot certificate type & 

number, aircraft type, N-number, and tail letters.   If you provided this to the club at the annual meeting, 

then we have it.  If you didnΩt, then you must submit this data to Glenn immediately. 

 15m Nationals at Cordele.  M-ASA has a large group of pilots heading south this month to fly in 

the 15-Meter National Contest at Cordele, GA.   The 15m Nats will be a very hotly contested event this 

year.  Winning the contest will give that pilot a big advantage in making the US Team that will compete 

in Uvalde in 2012.  Our pilots at Cordele include: 

¶ Chris OΩCallaghan    OC (flying his V2bx) 

¶ Mike Smith    XM (flying a borrowed ASW-27) 

¶ Baude Litt    LBL (flying a borrowed LS-10) 

¶ David Pixton    9X (flying his ASW-27) 

¶ Eric Nelson    5E  (flying his V2a)  

¶ George Green     5 (flying his new ASW-29) 

The contest runs from May 12 ς 21. You can follow their daily adventures and scores by going to the SSA 

website and looking under competition/racing.   

  

Baude Litt άridesέ his LS-8 for a grid weighing at the Cordele 2008 Std Class Nationals.  Mike Smith 

(the contest winner) watches to make sure all is right and proper.              Photo by Mike Higgins. 
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10-Day Weekend at Fairfield 

May 16 ï May 25 

 
By Cathy Williams 

 You don't want to miss this week!  Here's 
your opportunity to take your soaring to the next 
level.  Come for the whole week, a day, or for an 
afternoon.  Tows and instructor will be available 
each day, and we've ordered up more of that strong 
spring weather.  Let me know when, and I can assign 
you a X-country mentor or arrange a dual X-country 
flight.  Join us for a cookout and after-dinner speaker 
on Saturday, May 16th, and Sunday, May 24th.  Try 
the modest tasks during the three-day 1-26 mini-
meet on May 23rd, 24th, and 25th.   Morning classes 
and evening speakers have been arranged for your 
education and enjoyment. 
 
 
Evening speakers at 7:30pm: 
 

¶ Saturday, May 16th   Bill Thar is coming 
from New Jersey to introduce the new 15-meter racing glider, Duckhawk.  He will also discuss 
the Sparrowhawk and update us on the PERLAN project (begun by Steve Fossett and now 
continuing with new funding sources) 

¶ Sunday, May 24th  Ron Schwartz will entertain us with stories of long ridge flights in his 1-26.  
On April 12th he flew the longest 1-26 flight EVER-12 1/2 hours and nearly 1000km! 
 

 
Morning classes start at 9:30am 
    

¶ Sunday, May17,  Dave Schober -  Improve your thermalling 

¶ Monday and Tuesday , May 18 - 19th  (by prior arrangement) BFR ground or FAI bronze badge/ 
x-country preparation 

¶ Wednesday, May20,  Val Brain - Preparing for off field landings  

¶ Thursday, May21,   Rich Horigan - Preventive maintenance for your glider 

¶ Friday, May22,   Mike Higgins - Ridge flights from Fairfield 
 

1-26 Mini-meet Pilot's Briefing May 23rd, 24th, and 25th at 10am 
 

For more information, contact Cathy Williams at clsoar2@gmail.com. 
 

  

Cathy Williams supports Rick Fuller on the 

grid during the 2008 contest at Fairfield.  

Photo by Keith Jackson. 
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FAIRFIELD COOKOUTS   Saturday, MAY 16TH and Sunday, May 24TH 

Good food and company! 

Stay after flying or drive up with your family for the evening meal and presentation.  Dinners are 

planned to start at 6:30pm but will be served at 1pm if weather cancels flying. 

May 16th  9am mandatory safety meeting  (coffee and donuts provided) 

  Dinner:   BBQ chicken, baked beans, slaw, roll, beer, lemonade, tea, and coffee   

 (bring an appetizer or dessert to share)   Cost:   $10 

   7:30pm  SPEAKER  Bill Thar ς   Windward tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΩǎ мр-meter racing glider,   

 Duckhawk, the Sparrowhawk, and the PERLAN project begun by Steve Fossett 

 

May 24th      10am pƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ   м-26 Mini-Meet  (other pilots and gliders welcome) 

                    Dinner   Strip steak, apple sauce, potato salad, green salad, pie and ice cream,   

 wine, beer, soda, tea, and coffee                Cost: $20 

                     7:30   SPEAKER    Ron Schwartz ς  Long Ridge Flights in the 1-26    

 

M-ASA has arranged a 

number of knowledgeable 

speakers for the 10-day 

contest.  Glider maintenance, 

thermal flying, ridge flying, 

and off-airport landings will 

be covered.  All M-ASA 

members are welcome to 

attend these sessions and fly 

afterward.  
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Cub Rental Program  

By Dan Morris 

 As previously reported by 

Mike Higgins in the last Convector, 

the board adopted a policy that 

will permit the rental of the Super 

Cub by members who are 

qualified.  I wanted to expand a bit 

on background that led us to this 

decision and the intent going 

forward. 

 As I understand it, there was a similar proposal a couple of years ago that did not move forward.  

This time around we looked at not only the benefits to the club members that might rent the Cub, but 

also the pros and cons for the club as a whole. We found that, if setup correctly, the benefits far 

outweigh the negatives.  The benefits include: 

 Costs.  As Mike previously mentioned, we incur fixed cost in ownership of the Cub.  Costs like 

the annual inspection, insurance, and recovering.  These costs are diluted by the number of flight hours 

we use the Cub.  The more we use the Cub, the lower the costs per flight hour and therefore the lower 

the tow costs.  For example, based on last ȅŜŀǊΩs utilization (40 hrs) the Cub costs over $160/ hr to 

operate or about $40 per tow.  If we can increase the utilization to about 100 hrs per year we can 

reduce the cost to around $80/hr or just $10 per tow.   

 Pilot proficiency.  It is hoped that making the Cub available for qualified tow pilots to fly will 

improve their proficiency if they fly more hours.   

 Membership.  Since rental of the Cub requires Club membership, we have created a new 

membership interest and a new source of members.  Tailwheel airplanes are not readily available as 

rentals and we have already had interest from some pilots to join MASA to be able to fly the Cub.   

 Tow Pilot staff.  The side benefit to this is that we have also created a source of new tow pilots.  

 Paramount to the general membership is the continued availability of the Cub in its primary role 

as a backup or second tow plane.  Carefully crafted restrictions on the rental use will be implemented to 

ensure that the CubΩs primary role as a tow plane is fulfilled.  It is intended that the Cub will be required 

to be on the ground for the start of daily tow operations (at whichever site it is located) and any use 

during normal tow hours will be limited to the immediate area so that it may be recalled in a ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

notice. Use weekdays and evenings when there are no tow operations will be less restrictive, but will 

still ensure the return of the Cub before tow operations. 

M-ASAΩs Super Cub.  Photo my Mike Hansen. 


